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Deer Bed: 


ae yeu know, HASA's long range plans in spece astreneay point toward 
the eventual develepment and eperation of wery lerge diffraction 
limited orbital teleseepes. One step aleng the way thet we are tone 
— ie a large steller telescope (ATM-B) fer operation with the 
» Planned fer flight ic 1974. We heave, with the 
te ide ee 


Space Flight Genter exenine the existing M01, herdwere at Bestwen Kodak. 
theie perpoee ie te wake 4 preliminary renee as to the nig gated 
of this aquigment fer stellar astronomy, the steps that wight be 
seqeired to so modify it, end the probable compatibility wfiche eyatem 
Be ns en ee Wa eupect to have 
their prelimieary findings within several weeks 


In the event their repert fe positive, MASA would sea the next step as 
@ dotatled technieal feasibility study. Under the eireemetances, this 
atudy would be claeeified end prebebly best contracted for by the DOD 

with relebursement from HASA. We feel we can progress thie far wiebout 
any coemltmeat being sought or implied ae to the eetwal usw of DORTAN 

eyatems or technology by BASA. 


tf che feasibility study were toe shew significant advantages of ouch 
atilisation, wa could then come te gripe with the security end program 
poliey idesuee that this might reise. 


ie the longer term, wa are vitally interested in the question of how 
HAGA ehould move in the development and teeting of very large optics, 
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and whet rele the classified capabilities ~—— technelegy and fasilities — 
should play therein. This topie can aveit further eleberation until the 
mere iemediate questions ef exteting hardware heave been ravelved. 


Simeorely, 





| Signed 


Bomex BR. Bewell 
dgaoelate 


eo: Golowel Lew Allen, Jc. USAF 
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